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Phew! I did it. And now you, my readers, can say that 

you actually know someone who read the Mueller 

Report. From cover to cover. Including a number of foot-

notes. What inspired me? It’s not that I thought I would 

learn many new tidbits. It’s that I thought for those of us 

who write and speak, original texts have much value. And 

it does. Was it painful? Less that I expected. After all, 450 

pages of legalese can be a trial for anyone. But throw in 

large amounts of boilerplate prose in both the beginning and 

the end, add a glossary, consider the newsworthiness and 

the pain is minimized. (Last year I read the 35-page Steele 

Dossier.) The Mueller Report is structured into 

two major volumes followed by one much 

shorter but captivating Q & A with President 

Trump. 

    Volume I was the Russian Collusion. The 

Mueller team paid excruciating attention to 

detail. Every time a Trump campaign person 

communicated with any Russian a giant magni-

fying glass came out. One could argue that Jeff 

Sessions shouldn’t be in the same room as the 

Russian Ambassador or that Donald Trump, Jr. 

should never let any Russian into a Trump 

Tower meeting. Or that planning to build a 

Trump Moscow hotel while running for president is not the 

best optics. But one can’t argue that we were watching the 

launching of the Manchurian Candidate. When you step 

back the idea seems silly from the get go. The Mueller team 

realized this so early that they stopped the fourth three-

month renewal application for another Carter Page FISA 

Warrant. (I wish they would have told everyone.) 

    Volume II was about Obstuction, specifically President 

Trump’s actions that might be viewed as attempts to derail 

the whole Mueller project. Some of us might suggest that if 

the Russian Collusion narrative was falling apart Mueller 

would have informed President Trump at the time (say, over 

a year ago) and relieve the serious frustration President 

Trump was feeling and exhibiting. Not so. President Trump 

is left to twist in the wind and the Independent Prosecutor 

concludes that the issue of Obstruction is neither Yes nor No, 

knowingly giving the Democrats a weapon to go after the 

President with. In the report, actions that Democrats might 

consider Obstruction were shot down by Mueller’s argument 

that if nothing derailed the investigation then Obstruction 

didn’t occur, regardless of intent. The cited quote for this 

argument came from Presidential Advisor Steve Bannon 

who told President Trump: “You can fire Comey but you 

can’t fire the FBI.” For those of us on the Right, know that 

the Dossier is nonexistent in the Muller Report. 

In other words, while President Trump thought 

he was the victim of a “witch hunt” based on the 

poisoned fruit of a poisoned tree, the Mueller 

team kept plowing forward. 

   I shared the President’s frustration before and 

during my reading of the Mueller Report. Some-

thing just wasn’t right. And then, there it was. 

At Kindle location 10543, or 78% of the way 

through, I found my “Aha” moment. The section 

is entitled: “The presumed innocence and inde-

pendence of the uncompromised prosecutors.” 

Paragraph 3b of that section states, in obvious 

boilerplate language: “There is also no reason to believe 

that investigations, let alone prosecutions, would occur 

except in highly unusual circumstances when a credible fac-

tual basis exists to believe that obstruction occurred. Pros-

ecutorial action presumes an assumption of regularity: 

Absent clear evidence to the contrary, courts presume that 

[prosecutors] have properly discharged their official 

duties.” Section 3b continues: “[This] would provide even 

greater protection to the President . . . given . . . that such 

matters will be subject to thorough and careful review at 

the most senior levels of the Department of Justice.” 

The Mueller Report 

By Sid Dinerstein 
siddinerstein@yahoo.com 

May 29, 2019
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    There it is. There’s nothing for anyone to worry about 

because the prosecutors and the Justice Department senior 

managers have the President’s back. Really? Does that 

include Rosenstein, a Carter Page FISA Warrant signer, or 

Eric Holder, the originator of the Trump Campaign surveil-

lance, or Loretta Lynch, Bill Clinton’s tarmac buddy. Or the 

Strzok/Page investigation team, creators of the “insurance 

policy”? And how about the Mueller Team? Virtually every 

lawyer on that team voted for Hilary. Not one “came out” 

as a Trump supporter. And Weissman, Mueller’s lead pros-

ecutor, spent Election Night 2016 at Hillary’s “Victory” 

party. Indeed, by the time the Mueller Report was released, 

a sizable chunk of the electorate felt that President Trump 

was dealing with a stacked deck. Not a single Mueller 

insider was arguing the President’s case. 

    Here we are two months after the release of the Mueller 

Report. Nothing has changed. The Democrats keep shouting 

the “I” word (for Impeachment) and the Republicans have 

countered with their own “I” word (for Investigations). 

We’re going to have an election in November, 2020. And 

as Sonny and Cher once sang: “The beat goes on.”

Sid Dinerstein served as Chairman of the Republican Party 
of Palm Beach County from 2002 to 2012. A leader with a 
passion for Republican politics, Sid leads by example, moti-
vating teams and uniting diverse groups to achieve a com-
mon goal. With a passion for promoting charter schools, 
Sid was honored by Inlet Grove Community Charter High 
School earlier this year as “Charter School Advocate.” He 
authored Adults Only: For Those Who Love Their Country 

More Than Their Party in 2007, a book that was a finalist 
for the 2009 Next Generation Indie Book Awards. Sid has 
been married to Esther since 1967, and they have two 
daughters, two sons-in-law and two granddaughters.
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Hell Freezes Over . . . 
 

JUNE 6—CNN commentator Jim Acosta and MSNBC 

commentator Joe Scarborough both praised President 

Trump’s speech at Normandy, France, commemorating the 

75th anniversary of the D-Day invasion. . . . 

    Scarborough compared Trump’s remarks to former Pres-

ident Reagan’s well-received speech commemorating the 

40th anniversary of the Normandy invasion. 

    Trump’s speech “measured up to the moment and really 

was a true salute to the unity of this day,” co-host Mika 

Brzezinski, another frequent critic and Trump target, added. 

    Scarborough was not the only media figure who has fre-

quent clashed with the president to offer praise for the 

speech Thursday morning. 

    CNN’s Jim Acosta said Trump “stayed on-script, stayed 

on-message and I think rose to the moment.” 

    Wow . . . man bites dog! 
 

Second Update from the RNC 
Spring Training Meeting in Washington, D.C. 

 
MAY 31—If small donor contributions are any indication 

of grassroots support concerning Republicans vs. Democ-

rats, take a look at these numbers: 

    The RNC this year has raised a record $61.8 million, 

with most of it coming from donations of $75 or less. 

    Let that sink in. 

    Let's compare the financial numbers of the RNC vs. the 

DNC: 
 

    Cash on Hand:  

    RNC—$34.7 million; 

    DNC—$7.6 million 
 

    Debt:  

    RNC—$0  

    DNC—$6.5 million 
 

    If you want to know how the Democrats would handle 

the economy if they were in charge, just take a look at those 

numbers above. If they run the country like they run their 

party. . . ??? 

    Please tell your independent-minded friends to vote 

Republican! 
 

Update on the RNC Spring Training 
Meeting from Washington, D.C. 

 

MAY 29—Today was a very informative day here at the 

Mayflower Hotel, as we heard from RNC Chair Ronna 

McDaniel, Trump Re-Election Campaign Political Director 

Chris Carr and numerous 

others. . . . 

    Some of the hot topics 

discussed: 

    • Ballot harvesting—

Many of you are aware that 

California passed a law legal-

izing what is called “ballot 

harvesting.” This is the prac-

tice of paying someone to 

hand out ballots, collect them and bring them to the polling 

station. This is illegal in most states but Democrat legisla-

tures in other states are now trying to pass their own ver-

sion of this procedure. 

    The RNC supports many lawsuits in federal court that 

are challenging this new procedure. But this takes time, so 

in the states where some form of ballot harvesting is legal, 

the RNC is also funding an effort to accomplish ballot har-

vesting amongst likely REPUBLICAN voters. Two can 

play that game. 

    • Voter fraud—There is also increased funding for "elec-

tion day operations" which focuses on poll workers and poll 

watchers in an effort to stop election fraud. Before this elec-

tion cycle, the RNC was prevented from being involved in 

election day operations as a result of a “Consent Decree” 

entered by a federal judge back in the 1980s. That Decree 

has now ended. 

    This is only the tip of the iceberg. I will share more in 

my next post. 

 

Black Robe Tyranny . . . 
 

MAY 23—I have been a courtroom lawyer for 40 years and 

I still get very frustrated and admit I don’t completely 

understand how ONE federal judge, say in Hawaii, can 

enter a NATIONWIDE injunction against an executive 

order signed by the President of the United States. . . . 

    Call it the power of one. Individual federal judges across 

the country have been issuing nationwide injunctions 

against the Trump administration in record numbers, block-

ing a range of executive policies from being enforced. 

    But here is the good news: The Trump administration is 

fighting back. 

    “These nationwide injunctions have frustrated presiden-

tial policy for most of the President’s term with no clear end 

in sight,” Attorney General William Barr said in a speech 

this week. “One judge can, in effect, cancel the policy with 

the stroke of the pen.” 

“The Backhoe Chronicles” 
 

By Peter Feaman 
Florida National Committeeman

Backhoe Chronicles—continued on next page
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    Good point, Mr. Attorney General. Whatever happened 

to the concept of thee co-equal branches of government?  

    Barr and Vice President Pence have been leading an 

effort to highlight what they say is a federal court system 

out of control. The administration makes the point nation-

wide injunctions have occurred more during this presidency 

THAN ALL OTHERS COMBINED! 

    “We believe that needs to change,” Pence said on “Fox 

News @ Night” last week. “We believe that’s really a dis-

tortion of the separation of powers and the balance of pow-

ers in our Constitution. And so we’re going to be looking 

for a case to take the issue of national injunctions all the 

way to the Supreme Court.” 

    In President Trump’s first year alone, federal judges 

issued 20 nationwide injunctions—the current number is 

more than three dozen—on a range of hot-button issues—

especially immigration: 
 

•    Rescinding grant money to sanctuary cities. 

•    Ending the so called “dreamers” program for young 

undocumented aliens.  

•    Travel ban on certain Muslim majority countries—a pol-

icy ultimately upheld by the Supreme Court last year.  

•    Restrictions on transgender people joining the military  

•    A planned citizenship question on the 2020 census  

•    Several abortion and reproductive health policies, 

including administration efforts to suspend federal fund-

ing for family planning clinics that refer patients to abor-

tion providers. 
 

    The ACLU is among the most active of advocacy groups 

requesting judges issue nationwide injunctions, and it has 

been mostly successful. 

    But the White House is pushing back, looking for the 

right case to present to the Supreme Court.  

    “I suspect the Supreme Court is going to weigh in at 

some point on this just because nationwide injunctions are 

being increasingly prevalent in recent years,” said Thomas 

Dupree, a former Bush principal deputy assistant attorney 

general. “And there’s a lot of unsettled law in this area about 

how far as a single district court’s power projects. Can a 

single judge apply his or her ruling across the nation? Dif-

ferent courts give different answers to that.” 

    The administration thinks it ultimately has a winning 

hand since Trump’s two justices—Neil Gorsuch and Brett 

Kavanaugh—now create solid conservative majority. 

    And Justice Clarence Thomas in particular is eager to 

address it. 

    “Universal injunctions are legally and historically dubi-

ous,” he wrote last June in the Trump travel ban case. “If 

federal courts continue to issue them, this Court is duty-

bound to adjudicate their authority to do so.” 

    Kudos to the Trump Administration and their efforts to 

rein in black robe tyranny. 
 

Greetings from Sarasota 
 

May 18—Greetings from Sarasota, Florida where the 

Republican Party of Florida is holding its Quarterly Board 

Meeting. 

    Chairman Joe Gruters and the RPOF staff are putting on 

a very good and productive meeting. We are learning all 

kinds of things to help Mr. Trump achieve victory in 

November, 2020. This information and training will then be 

shared throughout the state as the election draws near. 

    Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody dropped by yes-

terday to say “thank you” to us for helping her get elected, 

as well as a host of other elected officials. 

    This weekend I announced my intent to run for re-elec-

tion as Florida’s National Committeeman. The election will 

be held on January 10, 2020 (less than eigh months away) 

at the Annual Meeting of the Republican Party of Florida. 
 

The Deep State Should Be Nervous 
 

MAY 15—The deep state should be nervous, very nervous. 

    Yesterday, Attorney General William Barr appointed the 

U.S. Attorney for the District of Connecticut, John Durham, 

to examine the origins of the Russia investigation and deter-

mine if intelligence collection efforts targeting the Trump 

campaign were “lawful and appropriate.”  

    Why is this so stunningly important? 

    Ever since the whole “Russian collussion” investigation 

started, Trump defenders have been saying the whole thing 

was a “set up,” first to derail the Trump campaign for Pres-

ident and then to undermine his presidency or even destroy 

it, all paid for by the Clinton campaign, using the highest 

members of the Obama Administartion in the CIA, FBI, the 

Attorney General’s office and other “deep state” actors. 

    If true, this is political corruption unprecendented in 

American history.  

    And the appointment of Mr. Durham in particular, to 

investigate this corruption, sends a very direct message—

Durham specializes investigating corruption at the FBI!  

    Durham previously has investigated law enforcement 

corruption, the destruction of CIA videotapes, and his most 

important prosection: the corruption of the Boston FBI 

office concerning its unholy relationship with mobsters. 

    There is a parallel here. 

    The deep state should be nervous, very nervous. 

    Stay tuned.

Peter Feaman is Florida’s National Committeeman, represent-
ing the State of Florida on the Republican National Committee. 
His “Backhoe Chronicles,” a commentary on draining the 
swamp, appears on Facebook.

Backhoe Chronicles—continued from previous page
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    • Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion (ADA) gives her 87% as a meas-
ure of political liberalism for 2014–
2017 most recent years published.  
    • National Taxpayers Union (NTU) 
scores her at 8% with an “F” grade as 
a “Big Spender.” 
    • Citizens Against Government 
Waste awards her the lowest score of 
zero as “Hostile to Taxpayers.”  Only Frankel and Wasser-
man-Schultz scored so low! That’s how we get to a national 
debt of $22 trillion. 
    • The Club for Growth rates on votes that affect eco-
nomic growth such as lower taxes, balanced budgets, free 
trade, term limits, school choice and other factors affecting 
freedom and prosperity. The Club gives Frankel a lifetime 
7 of a 100.  
    • Heritage Action is the policy advocacy affiliate of the 
conservative Heritage Foundation, the opposite of socialism. 
As expected, Frankel scores 4% of 100%. Only Rep. Charlie 
Crist is lower at 2% and even Wasserman-Schultz is at 6%.  
    Bottom line: Lois Frankel is a far-left careerist in oppo-
sition to President Trump’s tax and regulation reform that 
has energized our economy, reduced unemployment and 
increased incomes on all levels, especially lower incomes 
that had stagnated for many years.   
    A recent initiative on her part was to sponsor a petition 
drive to “TELL THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION TO 
NOT RIG THE CENSUS.”    
    Her group explained it this way: “Donald Trump and 
Republicans want to rig and politicize the census. By failing 
to recognize LGBTQ Americans and families, and by insist-
ing upon a citizenship question to target undocumented res-
idents, they want to skew the numbers and paint an inaccu-
rate picture of America’s population.”  
    Translation: The Democratic Party needs all the votes 
they can get and by dividing residents into protected groups 
like the LGBTQs they hope to claim those votes. But 
mainly they want to count illegal aliens in the census. In 
California alone the numbers of illegals, if counted, add 
additional congressional seats even though illegals are not 
eligible to vote. Of course, they do. Why else would Cali-
fornia sue to block the move, arguing that it would discour-
age (illegal) immigrants from participating (read: voting). 
    Some other political positions: Against the Second 
Amendment and for gun control; Against repeal of Obama-
care; For Medicare for All; For federal regulation of green-
house gas emissions; Pro-abortion—just filed a bill against 
state abortion bans. She follows the party line faithfully. 
    Between now and the primary elections we look forward 
to reviewing the candidates challenging this hardcore tax-
and-spend Democrat.

Time To Limit Frankel’s Career of Reckless Spending 

By George Blumel

Frankel was in the Florida House of Representatives for 
fourteen years (1986–1992 and 1994–2002) when the 

legislative term limits amendment—which she opposed—
took effect and she could not run again. She was Mayor of 
W. Palm Beach (2003–2011), leaving office due to term lim-
its but not without a fight. She tried to upend the voter-
approved 8-year term limit. First, she called for a charter 
review commission stacked with political cronies. Everyone, 
including the Palm Beach Post, saw through this, and due 
to public outcry she pulled the plug on her charter, but fol-
lowed with other failed attempts to avoid the term limit law. 
    Then she was elected to Congress in 2012. We’re work-
ing on term limits there but she opposes the effort and has 
not cosponsored the term limits amendment bill introduced 
by Rep. Francis Rooney (R-FL). So near term we’ll take the 
direct approach by challenging her reelection with a serious 
candidate in 2020.  
    If you’re familiar with my blog, Poster Children for Term 
Limits, you know where this is going. For over 40 years my 
family has been actively supporting term limits efforts on 
all levels of elected office. My son Philip and I and many 
volunteers gathered the 60,000+ petitions to put the initia-
tive to limit the terms of our County Commission on the 
ballot; it passed by 70%. Fellow REC member Bill Gorman 
was our champion petitioner with over 1,000 signatures. 
Phil is currently president of U.S. Term Limits. 
    Frankel’s opposition to term limits is of a piece with her 
general aggrandizement of government at the expense of 
the citizenry. 
    In January 2013, Lois Frankel was listed as a new mem-
ber of the openly socialistic Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus founded in 1991 by Bernie Sanders. In 2018 she was 
joined by a batch of freshmen as the Democrat Party lurched 
further to the left, including Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
Rashida Tlaib, Ilhan Omar and a couple dozen others. It cur-
rently lists 98 members. 
    I like to paraphrase St. Matthew by saying that it is “by 
their votes ye shall know them.” So, let’s look at Rep. 
Frankel’s record as scored by indicative groups (click on 
the name for voting details): 

Professional politician Rep. Lois Frankel (D-FL 21) is a big gov-
ernment progressive with a long, tangled history with term lim-
its laws in Florida.

George Blumel is a husband, father, grandfather; retired 
entrepreneur; blogger www.posterchildrenfortermlimits.com; 
political activist—for freedom with responsibility. 
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In my May Newsletter column I outlined the horrendous 

actions of the Democrat Party on domestic issues which 

have steered our nation in a Socialist, Marxist, Communist, 

Fascist direction. As written, it was a mere limited summa-

tion of the crushing efforts made by this party to drive us 

away from the magnificent Republic created by our Found-

ing Fathers; to outline all the evils would require countless 

volumes. Nevertheless, a compilation of the foreign policy 

actions of this same party through the most recent century 

shows them to have been equally damaging to our wonder-

ful country.   

    When Woodrow Wilson ran for reelection in 1916 his 

main campaign plank was “I kept us out of war.” Within 

weeks of his inauguration we were in it. This war, known 

then as The Great War, now known as World War I, is 

agreed upon by most historians as the precursor of World 

War II; we would not have had the second had we not had 

the first! So much for Wilson’s foreign policies.  

    In the 1930s Fascism and Communism threatened the 

world. We cuddled up to communism (USSR) as the lesser 

of the two evils. However, the extent to which we cuddled 

was unforgiving. FDR’s left-wing domestic programs were 

so smothering to our population, and his warming-up to 

Joseph Stalin so intense, that many Democrats joined the 

American Communist Party. Hence, at the end of WWII 

half the western world was handed over to the USSR dicta-

tor. While we followed the left-wing chant of “bring the 

boys home” when Germany surrendered (with the USSR 

paying for most/many of the chanting demonstrations) the 

Soviets installed their armies throughout the nations of East-

ern Europe. FDR, in essence, helped deliver tens of millions 

of freedom-desiring people into the arms of the tyranny of 

world communism without a shot being fired. It took 

Ronald Reagan, 40 years later, to deliver them out of their 

captivity.  

    When he assumed the presidency, Harry Truman made, 

among many others, two massive mistakes, the results of 

which haunt us until today. First, during the Chinese Civil 

War he gave only limited assistance to the Chinese Nation-

alists against the Communists forces of Mao. As a result, 1.5 

billion Chinese Communists have been a threat to the free 

world for the last 70 years. Second, HT’s Secretary of State 

prepared a white paper announcing the zones of interest to 

the United States, including those which specified areas of 

vital interest. Unfortunately, Korea was not included as a 

vital interest to our nation. Hence, we announced an open 

invitation for an attack by North Korea on South Korea, 

making it clear that we would not oppose such an attack. The 

result was the Korean War and the resulting deaths to Amer-

ican and allied troops. Our, and the world’s, problem today 

with North Korea would never have come into being had 

Truman followed General MacArthur’s advice to fight that 

war to a victory rather 

than to a stalemate.  

    President Ken-

nedy introduced the 

first combat troops 

into Vietnam and his 

successor, LBJ, fol-

lowed with hundreds 

of thousands more. 

Following the Korean 

example, we fought another no-win land war in Asia. Learn-

ing from the example we set in Korea, the Communists, not 

as strong as the USA, allowed it to drag on to an impasse.   

    Millions died in Southeast Asia as a result of our restraint 

in using our power to win that conflict. As in Korea, the 

frightened but politically power-hungry Democrats in 

office, urged on by their useful idiot left-wing voters, put 

power before country. It took the carpet bombing initiated 

by Richard Nixon to bring the Communists to the negotiat-

ing table, which resulted in an eventual truce to that war.  

    President Kennedy also failed to support the strategy ini-

tiated by President Eisenhower to free Cuba from Fidel Cas-

tro. When the Cuban Freedom Fighters invaded Cuba at the 

Bay of Pigs with the intention of overthrowing his Commu-

nist Regime, Kennedy called off the heavy air support 

Eisenhower promised for the mission. The result was a 

defeat for the Freedom Fighters and continued subjugation 

of the Cuban people to this day—nearly 60 years.  

    The 1980s saw the continuation of the non-shooting seg-

ment of the Cold War. Likewise, it saw the continuation of 

the Democrat Party attacking the USA rather than the 

USSR. It condemned Ronald Reagan for not agreeing to the 

terms set out by General-Secretary Gorbachev for ending 

the Cold War. Of course, those terms would have benefited 

world communism, not us. Gorbachev in essence said, 

“give up the SDI program, or no deal.” Reagan said, “no 

deal” and left their talks in Iceland. Reagan had also said, 

along the way, “Mr. Gorbachev tear down this wall.”  

    Eventually the wall came down; the SDI program was 

pursued; the USSR collapsed; and tens of millions of peo-

ple were freed from the yoke of Soviet fascism. All this 

while President Reagan suffered from the slings and arrows 

of the Democrat Party. Another shame on that party!  

    The events of 9-11-2001 woke our Republic up to its 

newest greatest threat, JIHADISM! That is, they woke all 

in our nation except the Democrat Party. That party did 

everything from claiming 9/11 was a President Bush inside 

job to claiming that we got what we deserve for all the past 

evils we perpetrated on the Middle East countries in the 

past. The horrors and barbarisms heaped on humanity by 

The Rise and Fall of the Democrat (Fascist) Party, Part II 
 

By Arthur DeRuve, Col. (Ret.), USAR 

The Rise and Fall—continued on next page
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Jihadists have been overlooked and virtually excused by the 

left-wing political spectrum in our country. President 

Obama went on a tour of the Middle East apologizing for 

the evils of America, rather than condemning the inhuman-

ities committed in the name of Jihadism. His administration 

was a failure beyond belief; not the least of which was giv-

ing financial help and recognition to Iran, which blatantly 

admits that it will use all its resources to kill Americans and 

wipe the nation of Israel off the face of the earth. Fortu-

nately, President Trump has been able to undo the Obama 

disasters. The prime example is the elimination of the 

Caliphate created by ISIS. More dangers might be on the 

horizon but, fortunately, we now have a Commander-in-

Chief who will recognize them as such, and will deal with 

them accordingly.  

    Add all of the above to my summary, listed in my May 

column, of the ineptness of the self-called Democrat (really 

Socialist, Marxist, Progressive, Communist, Fascist) Party 

in domestic affairs to get a true picture of what a danger it 

presents to our nation, the greatest and  freest in the history 

of civilization. It wants to destroy what our Founding 

Fathers gave us. For the sake of our progeny we must never 

let that happen. Shame on this Party, this so-called Demo-

crat Party, but to be rightly called the Evil/Fascist Party!! 

The Rise and Fall—continued from previous page

Col. Arthur DeRuve was commissioned a second lieutenant 
through the college ROTC program, and after serving with the 
2nd Armored Division as a Cold War soldier in Germany, he 
remained an additional 28 years in the Army’s active reserve, 
including 11 years as a military liaison officer for West Point. 
He is a graduate of the Army’s Artillery and Guided Missile 
School, the Command and General Staff College, and the Army 
War College and holds a bachelor’s degree in political science 
from Fordham University and a master’s degree in public 
administration from New York University. He and his wife 
Dorothy have been married more than 60 years and after being 
“snowbirds” for many years, now reside in Wellington.

Gov. Ron DeSantis Leads a Delegation to Israel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“It was a pleasure to sit down with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. He has been a model of 
strong leadership for Israel throughout the course of his tenure in public service and I look forward 
to our continued partnership as Florida remains the most pro-Israel state in the nation.” 

—Governor Ron DeSantis 
May 30, 2019
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Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s first—and potentially 

last—public statement was what baseballer Yogi Berra 

famously said. “It was déjà vu all over again.” The ONLY 

thing new in his statement was that he was resigning from 

his position in the Department of Justice and moving on to 

life as a private citizen—and even that had been anticipated 

since he handed his Report over to his bosses at the DOJ 

more than a month ago. 

    Everything he said at the podium was already contained 

in the report. He said he will not—and he did not—elabo-

rate in any way on what is contained in the Report. That is 

why he refused to take any questions. It is why he has fore-

warned Congress that he will not testify voluntarily—in 

public or in closed session—because he has nothing to add 

beyond what is contained in the Report. Even if subpoenaed 

by one or several congressional committees, he will not say 

anything that is not already stated in the Report. 

    This is a rather arrogant approach when you consider 

that the Report created great confusion—largely because 

Mueller did not do his job. He spent two years interviewing 

hundreds of individuals all over the globe at a cost of more 

than $25 million and failed to give a definitive answer on 

one of the two central questions regarding President Trump. 

He was clear that no one in the Trump campaign criminally 

colluded with Russia and its activities involving the 2016 

election. But even in that, he used vague language that could 

be easily spun by Trump’s political adversaries. Mueller 

said that they did not find “sufficient evidence” that any 

American—including the Trump folks—were guilty of 

criminal collusion. 

    Under our system of justice, that means Trump & Co. is 

innocent . . . period. Even in his reference to the indicted 

Russian, Mueller noted that he was not alleging guilt 

because, in America, a person is innocent until PROVEN 

guilty. That is even more true when there is no evidence of 

a crime—and that is how it ended 

in terms of criminal collusion. 

Trump was declared innocent by 

Mueller. 

    Democrats and those anti-

Trump media analysts have 

decided that just because 

Mueller—in all that time and 

with all the money—could not 

find evidence of a crime, it does 

not mean that Trump was not 

guilty.  It was just that the evidence was elusive.  That puts 

the entire American justice system upside down—with a 

person presumed guilty despite the lack of evidence. 

    The more disturbing issue is the questions of obstruction 

of justice. In that, Mueller did not do his job. After all that 

time, all that investigating, all those interrogated and all that 

money, he punted. He did not come to a conclusion one way 

or the other. 

    Following his public statement, the Democrats and 

media analysts all decided that Mueller would have indicted 

Trump were it not for the Department of Justice rule that an 

incumbent President cannot be indicted. Of course, that is 

not what Mueller said. He said they came to NO conclusion 

on the question of obstruction. 

    While it is generally agreed that Mueller could not indict 

a sitting President, he could have said that there was suffi-

cient evidence for an indictment, but he was prevented from 

issuing one because of the rule. He could have done what he 

was hired to do—make the call, one way or the other.  

Despite Trump critics putting the words in Mueller’s mouth, 

he never said he would have indicted Trump if he could. In 

short, he seems to have decided that Trump’s action did not 

Talking Points:  
Mueller Clarified Nothing . . . and He Ain’t Gonna 

By Larry P. Horist

Talking Points—continued on next page
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rise to obstruction. When a prosecutor says he does not know 

if the person committed a crime or not—and this is exactly 

what Mueller stated—the case is closed—no prosecution. 

    That appears to be the case since there was nothing that 

would have prevented Mueller from saying he believed that 

Trump was guilty of obstruction even if he could not issue 

an indictment at this time. That would have been the thing 

to do IF Mueller believed Trump was, indeed, guilty. 

    In fact, if you go back to the report by Independent Coun-

sel Ken Starr, who investigated President Clinton, you will 

find that he noted 11 times in which he believed Clinton had 

been guilty of a crime. Like Mueller, Starr could not indict 

Clinton, but he provided Congress with a clear legal opinion 

of the investigators. In doing that, Starr gave Congress more 

than vague words and imprecise opinions to consider. 

    While Trump adversaries can spin the meaning of 

Mueller’s decision not to be specific, they are left with con-

sidering a political action in the court-of-public-opinion.  

They can proceed with impeachment because there is no 

requirement for provable criminality—just the political will 

to impeach. 

    While most analysts believe that Mueller’s statement 

creates problems for Trump, they are the same problems, 

the same issue and the same spin based on perspective that 

arose when the Report was released. That is because nothing 

Mueller said from the podium was not already stated in the 

report. 

    While nothing changes for Trump, it is House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi who may have been handed the most vexing 

problem by Mueller. There is no doubt that the pro-

impeachment members of her Democrat caucus are going 

to be emboldened. They want to impeach—and are willing 

to hype any event or statement to the max to create more 

pressure on Pelosi, who sees the political dangers of an 

impeachment process. The Mueller statement changes noth-

ing but the zeal of the impeachment proponents—and that 

puts Pelosi in a greater bind. 

    While the political left is hyperventilating over the mean-

ingless Mueller statement, it does not change the FACT that 

according to Mueller, Attorney General William Barr, for-

mer Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein and the 

Office of Legal Counsel at the DOJ, Trump is innocent of 

any and all criminal charges—not because he cannot be 

indicted at this time, but because no one has alleged that he 

had committed criminal collusion or obstruction of Jus-

tice—and Mueller’s bosses have determined that Trump did 

not commit those crimes. The legal case is closed. It is now 

up to Democrats to decide if they really want to pursue a 

political inquiry. 

    So, there ‘tis. 

Larry Horist writes Tuesday and Friday commentaries for the 
Punching Bag Post . . . punchingbagpost.com. This article was 
posted on June 7, 2019, by Larry Horist, Feature Commenta-
tor. Larry Horist is a conservative activist with an extensive 
background in public policy and political issues. Clients of his 
consulting firm have included such conservative icons as Steve 
Forbes and Milton Friedman, and he has served as a consult-
ant to the White House under Presidents Nixon and Reagan. 
He has testified as an expert witness before numerous legisla-
tive bodies, including the U.S. Congress and lectured at Har-
vard University, Northwestern University, Florida Atlantic 
University, Knox College and Hope College. An award-
winning debater, his insightful and sometimes controversial 
commentaries appear frequently on the editorial pages of 
newspapers across the nation. He can be reached at 
lph@thomasandjoyce.com.

Talking Points—continued from previous page

Mort’s Meanderings . . .
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On this concept called conservatism, and one I speak so 

fondly of, is just that, a concept, or philosophy, on how 

some of us perceive life and go about living our lives. The 

American version consists of the following components: 

traditional values, free enterprise, private ownership, and 

property rights. In the background lies an acute awareness 

of the Divine One, and His power, and our own role as 

moral compasses. 

    Conservatism at its core is but a esoteric guide of expe-

riences provided us by the souls of collected consciousness, 

designed to keep us on a path of goodness, and righteous-

ness, that benefits all mankind. Its fabric is made of truth 

and morality. It neither constricts us or deny us of our free-

doms. It is a philosophy one is drawn to, not compelled to. 

It is neither good nor bad because it is but a tool, though an 

important tool in our lives.  

    But like any tool, it can be used for the benefit of all, or 

for destructive and disruptive purposes by individuals who 

are corrupted and dishonest in their intent. Of all of the 

philosophies that have been implemented to rule over others, 

to include socialism, imperialism, liberalism, parliamentar-

ianism, Marxism, fascism, communism and a variety of 

other autocratic governance, conservatism allows its citizens 

the greatest abundance of individual liberty and freedom. 

    When it comes to conservatism’s greatest rivals, social-

ism and communism, there is little good in those philoso-

phies due to the nature of their origins. Neither promotes, 

or encourages, individualism, but rather collectivism. Nei-

ther stimulates human innovation, but rather stifles it. And 

neither proffers a belief in the Almighty, nor does it tolerate 

such a belief. Such philosophy hinders human creativity and 

tramples over one’s human dignity. As such, I see no best 
of when it comes to these two restrictive forms of gover-

nance. One cannot take the best of evil as the essence of 

what I am saying. Evil is evil, by its nature. 

    Conceptually, conservatism’s expectations of govern-

ment’s role is that of being the servant, not the master. Lib-

eralism, on the contrary, is an antitraditionalist movement 

dedicated to correcting the evils and abuses resulting from 

the misuse of social and political power, or so those who 

follow this philosophy insist it is. Much like its cousins, 

socialism and communism, liberalism bankrupts the soul 

and stifles one’s creativity. Its end products are dependency, 

class envy, racial strife, chaos, and social disorder. Anarchy 

breeds dictatorships, and other authoritative forms of gov-

ernance. In essence, socialist-like doctrine requires obedi-

ence and submission.  

    Much like the Bible, which is a record of man’s imper-

fections and triumphs and serves as a moral guide for those 

who believe in the Word, conservatism is but a guide, 

expression, and tool, which we use to calibrate our approach 

to life, morality and the governance of our leaders over oth-

ers. If there is bad associated with it, or assigned to it, then 

it is to be found within the people who are corrupted, and 

misaligned with the principles conservatism extols, not con-

servatism itself. Anyone can claim to be a conservative but 

mere association does not constitute an adherence to the 

principles of conservatism. So, in theory, the brand, and its 

principles, remains intact.   

    No, conservatism is not to be viewed as being a good, or 

bad, philosophy, but rather a just one, for that is its core 

nature. Any just cause, as seen through the prism of a lov-

ing, forgiving and just God, is a good cause. The Republican 

Party’s founding was one built on a just cause, that of abol-

ishing slavery. On the other hand, the Democrat Party’s 

founding was based on the oppression, subjugation and 

hatred, of another race, and that continues on to this day, 

although it has cleverly disguised its true nature and intent. 

    If we view conservatism as a value system, as it should 

be viewed, much like Christianity, then it is a system worth 

preserving. What else do we have to replace those other 

philosophies? No, we do not have to reinvent the wheel. 

Sure, there are many views on its role and influence today 

but conservatism, I believe, is alive and well in America. 

And I believe that it can still win the day for us, as our 

nation slips slowly away from the Word and from the prin-

ciples put forth by our founding fathers, though imperfect 

they were as men. America is no greater, or worse, than the 

people who lead it, and those followers who submit to the 

whims of our leaders when they take us off course. 

    Having traveled the world and seen the conditions others 

live with, and live under, I can say that America is truly an 

exceptional country and is seen as a beacon of freedom and 

liberty throughout the world. My advice; let’s keep it that 

way. 

Conservatism At Its Core 

By CS Bennett

Curtis S. Bennett is an author, a national conservative talk 
radio co-host, and a columnist. He is a decorated Gulf War 
veteran and served as Vice Chairman of the Putnam County 
Republican Executive Committee.
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Jews are a hard people to figure out. They are, undoubt-

edly, the brightest minority on the face of the earth. There 

is no profession in which they are not held in the highest 

esteem. They excel in the arts, science, medicine, law and 

finance. But right here in America they’ve shown their 

political intelligence to be an oxymoron. In this area they 

are just plain stupid. Their support for Democratic candi-

dates who are outright Jew haters is inexplicable. They 

show no common sense nor any desire to build up whatever 

portion of the brain functions as a road map to survival.   

    Barely 75 years after the end of the Holocaust, in which 

nearly one half of the world’s Jewry was slaughtered, Jews 

appear to have no interest in finding ways to prevent such 

a cataclysm from reoccurring. They may hold hands during 

the sad memorials such as Yom HaShoah (Holocaust 

Memorial Day), listen to stories repeatedly told by aging 

survivors, shed tears and pray for those who perished at the 

hands of the Jew haters but appear to be absolutely blind to 

the fact that Holocaust II is flaming up before their very 

eyes and they themselves are throwing kindling on the 

emerging fires. 

    Look at the number of Jews who proudly supported and 

voted for Barack Obama, who was a solid 20+ year member 

of the Jew-hating United Trinity Church of Christ in 

Chicago run by Jeremiah Wright, who never hid his Jew 

hating during his weekly sermons while the Obama family 

sat in the front row. The Obamas were married by and had 

their kids christened by Wright. Barack worshiped the guy, 

going so far as to claim Wright was like his uncle. Wright 

served on Obama’s 2008 election team. Wright also had 

Louis Farrakhan preach at his church and he honored this 

major Jew hater with that house of G-d’s “Man of the Cen-

tury” award. And Obama knew nothing of this? Jews voted 

for him in the 75% range on both of his presidential wins. 

Are we to believe that Jews were ignorant of Obama’s 

views as reflected in his choice of church and pastor? 

    Let’s move on to the present, with the likes of Jews such 

as Schumer, Feinstein, Nadler, Schiff, Deutch, and Wasser-

man-Schultz as Democratic leaders in Congress. Democratic 

Jews hold eight seats in the Senate and 32 in the House. 

There are enough to form a Jewish Congressional Caucus as 

the blacks and Hispanics do to fight for their respective 

causes. But there is no such Jewish organization. And we see 

the reason for this. They have no allegiance to the needs of 

their Jewish constituents. Did any of them ever speak out 

against Obama’s shameful personal treatment of Israel’s 

prime minster Benjamin Netanyahu? Did any of them ever 

rebuke Obama for his actions to “create daylight between us 

and Israel?” Did any of them ever bring up the danger to 

Israel of Obama’s support for the Iranian nuclear deal and 

handing over billions to that Israel-hating regime, or voice 

concern for Obama’s support for the Muslim Brotherhood 

leader Muhanmed Morsi as President of Egypt? Were they 

tongue-tied or just ignoring the wishes of their constituents, 

knowing that the “D” in front of their names on the ballots 

would be enough to get the Jewish vote? 

    And just where do they stand today with the likes of 

newbie Democratic congresswomen Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez and her sister colleagues, Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan 

Omar, both radical Muslims, all of whom are outspoken 

Israel/Jew haters? Where is the outrage over the dangerous 

verbiage emanating from their mouths that stokes the fires 

of Jew hatred not only among Americans but around the 

world? Why have Jewish lawmakers not demanded the 

ouster of Omar from her prestigious seat on the House For-

eign Affairs Committee? Their silence says it all. They are 

also sliding dangerously close to an anti-Israel platform for 

their 2020 presidential campaign. After all, not one of their 

present announced candidates deigned to show up to 

address the recent AIPAC meeting. Not one of these candi-

dates uttered a word of support for Israel during the recent 

rain of rockets from Gaza. Former Alaska Democratic sen-

ator Mike Gravel tweeted, “Long Live Palestine!” Bernie 

Sanders called Israel “racist” and he might just be the Dem’s 

candidate to run the country and set our foreign policy. 

    Zev Jabotinsky in the early 1930s warned Europe’s Jews 

of the impending Holocaust. They refused to face reality 

and heed his clarion calls. America under Obama clearly 

changed our position in support of Israel and initiated an  

anti-Jewish movement led by George Soros’ support of such 

groups as J Street, Jewish Voice For Peace, T’ruah, Black 

Lives Matter, and MoveOn among others. This movement 

has slowed under the leadership of pro-Israel/Jewish Pres-

ident Trump. However, the upcoming 2020 elections will 

tell the story of whether American Jewry will be threatened 

by the now open Jew hating brazenly promulgated by the 

Democrat Party. When will Jews finally wake up to this fact 

and utilize their votes and dollars to defeat their enemies 

and finally give support to the party that supports them.

Jews, the Democrats, and Survival 

By Alan Bergstein

Alan Bergstein is the President of the Palm Beach County 
Judeo/Christian Republican Club. This article was pub-
lished in FreeRepublic.com and AmericanThinker.com on 
May 26 .
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Health insurance companies and the Democrats that cre-

ated Obamacare learned a valuable lesson from 

PONZI Master: Bernie Madoff. “So Long As You Give Peo-

ple Back a Little Bit of Their Money in Return, They Do 

Not Notice That You Are Robbing Them Blind.” 

    Many people pay for insurance, or Christian health 

shares, and report that they are very happy with their plans. 

Why? Because the insurance company allows its customers 

to visit a doctor and only pay a $50 co-pay. 

    A 50-year-old in Orlando pays $600 a month for insur-

ance premiums and she is happy because she only paid $50 

for a visit that will cost less than $200. She gave the insur-

ance company $7,000. They give her $200 back and she is 

overjoyed. 

    Bernie Madoff and Charles Ponzi could not have done 

better. 

    Health insurance is designed to cover THE BIG STUFF. 

Examples: if you get cancer, can you go out-of-network? 

Are you stuck with their treatment model? Are you limited 

to their drugs? 

    If you’re in the hospital, will you be billed thousands of 

dollars for balance billing? This is the hospital charging 

more than the insurance com-

pany allows? 

    Does the insurance com-

pany deny coverage because it 

is experimental in the USA? 

    Will the insurance com-

pany negotiate a small dis-

count when you are below 

your deductible and co-pay 

and then receive a large kick-

back which you do not benefit from? 

Why Did Obamacare Copy Bernie Madoff? 
 

By Alan J. Huber, CFP®  
Director, Freedom From ObamaCare

Alan J. Huber is a Certified Financial Planner TM and Direc-
tor of Freedom From Obamacare. During the 2018 midterms, 
Freedom From ObamaCare was the only group discussing the 
improvements the Trump administration made to health care 
choices, which was not publicized by the media. They are 
expert in non- Obamacare insurance plans and always willing 
to help Republican officials. 
 
Call 855-561-0500 or Alan@FreedomFromObamaCare.com 
facebook.com/groups/FreedomFromObamaCare 

You only know if you are truly happy with your insurance, 
when you ask for more money than you put in, 

to pay a claim, and the insurance company gives it to you. 
Paying back a few pennies is how Bernie Madoff stole billions.
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I could not be at the Broward County, Florida Republican 

Party’s annual Lincoln Day fundraiser, as I was flying 

out of state on Thursday morning, the day of the May 23rd 

event, but from the Ft. Lauderdale International Airport, in 

texting back and forth with State Committeewoman 

Michele Merrell, since no tickets would be sold at the door 

that evening, she gave me a rundown of how we did to help 

raise money for the Party for the important work ahead. 

With a lot of hard work put in by Michele, Nancy Cooke, 

Richard DiNapoli, Carolyn Mann, and many others, it was 

expected that nearly 400 people bought seats for the dinner, 

and another 160 paid a little more to be in the VIP Section 

prior to the dinner, to have photo opportunities with the 

guest speakers and other honored guests. So, as I prepared 

to go North . . . the news of us having a packed oceanside 

resort hotel for Lincoln Day just added to what I expe-

rienced, as you will see in reading below!! 

    Let me begin by saying a friend of mine used to tell me 

on occasion that I am consumed by Image, and that “My 

Ego is not my Amigo.” Well, I remembered what that per-

son told me as I prepared the day before my flight out of 

South Florida. And, the person was right about me, as I 

graduated from and played basketball at THE Ohio State 

University, so . . . image and ego gave me the confidence 

that allowed me to do that earlier in my life, and also 

gave me the confidence to go through what happened to 

me before, duing, and after my flight on Thursday, as 

you will see. 

    On Thursday, I received a ride to the airport, and was 

told, after that person saw what I was wearing, “I would 

never do what you are doing, not in largely Democrat 

Broward County in a place like the airport,” so let me 

explain. I had seen videos and news reports of people, espe-

cially men, being physically attacked for wearing a red 

Make America Great Again cap in public. So, that set the 

stage for what I planned to do that day. With the ride, I 

arrived at curbside at the airport’s Delta terminal as a 66 
black man, wearing an all black outfit that consisted of  

(and, picture this if you will) a black zip-up long-sleeved 

turtleneck jacket, black pants, black shoes and socks, with 

a very large black “over the shoulder” athletic carry-on bag 

. . . all topped off on top with a bright red MAGA cap!!  

    Image and ego readily on full display!! 

    I strolled confidently, head held high, past the baggage 

handlers, who, since I travel a lot, usually will ask with a 

smile, if they can help with my luggage. This day, No Smile, 

only glares because of my Red Cap. That was fine with me, 

so No Help, No Tip, as I had a large bag to be checked, my 

carry-on bag, and another carry-on that held my laptop com-

puter. But, their glares were only the beginning of the anger 

that MAGA brings out. When I went inside the terminal, 

and went through the maze to get to the ticket counter, the 

“stares” began in earnest. I put 

my large bag on the scale to be 

checked, and the female agent 

looked at me with a frown, and 

an attitude, then said, “Your bag 

is five pounds overweight, and 

that will be an extra $100 to 

check it.” Now, as I said I travel 

a lot, so I know that normally, if 

my bag is only couple of pounds 

overweight, I am allowed to 

check it. And, from the feel of 

the weight, I knew it was not five pounds overweight.  

    But, this woman saw her chance to “strike back” against 

the Evil Empire of Donald Trump, and she was taking her 

opportunity to show her true stripes. I walked over to the 

side, took out more than enough items from that large bag, 

and put those items in my “over the shoulder” carry on. 

Then, I went back to the ticket counter, but the woman that 

I dealt with the first time was nowhere in sight, so I got a 

much nicer agent, who checked my large bag with No Prob-

lem. But, my “over the shoulder” carry-on was now 

extremely heavy and very bulky, with all the new items just 

stuffed in, which would lead to another problem on my way 

to Making America Great Again!!  

    Once I arrived at the security area, a beautiful female 

TSA agent walked right over to me, away from the other 

agents, looked at my cap, smiled and said, “We are going 

to Make America Great Again.” That was the boost I needed 

for my next move that morning. Once in the waiting area, 

where there are three flight departure and arrival gates 

located, I went to a seat centrally located in the Very Front 

of a row in the middle of the three gates, so that the hun-

dreds who would be sitting in that area, or walking to those 

gates, or getting off flights that were landing at those gates, 

could see me Standing Out. And, I did not sit In the Seat. I 

sat On Top of the Back of the Seat, which elevated and 

raised me up higher than everyone else in the waiting area, 

so that only my feet were left in the seat . . . for all to see 

my and my red cap. 

    I got a lot of glares of anger, though at my height, dressed 

as I was, and sitting the “way” that I was sitting and 

“where” I was sitting, looking over all the other passengers 

like an “overseer,” I think those who did not like what I rep-

resented had enough sense to not say anything negative to 

me, or to try me :-). However, I will mention one man who 

said very loudly for all to hear, as he got off an incoming 

flight . . . “I LIKE THAT HAT!!”   

    Then, as it came time for me to get on my plane, I 

walked past the first seated passengers to my assigned seat 

My Red MAGA Cap Cheered on Airline 

By Gene Robinson

My Red MAGA Cap—continued on next page
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about a third of the way back in the cabin. Now, remember 

the extra heavy carry on bag that I had to fill up with items 

to get my checked bag on the flight? Well, when I got to my 

seat, and tried to put my bag in the overhead bin, it was Too 

Heavy and Too Bulky to fit, and passengers were lining up 

behind me, waiting to get to their seats. So, as a common 

courtesy, I took my carry on, went way past my seat, all the 

way to the back of the plane, told the stewardesses the prob-

lem, and they encouraged me to continue trying to put my 

bag in a bin near them. After five minutes of trying, I finally 

succeeded in getting the bag placed. Now . . . if you are not 

already bored by reading this, read all the way to the 

end for a surpise that will tell you, without question, that 

we are going to win the next election, and get the Presi-

dent re-elected!! 

    After placing my bag in a bin, and letting all the other 

passengers in that area be seated, I walked forward in the 

cabin, back to my aisle seat. During the flight, every time 

the passenger seated to my right in the middle seat, or the 

one in the window seat, needed to go the the restroom, I had 

to stand up. What I did not realize is that every time I stood 

up, and faced the passengers in two-thirds of the seats in 

the back of the packed flight, they were looking at my red 

MAGA cap. And, when we landed at our destination, I had 

to wait until all those passengers got off, so that I could then 

go to the back of the plane and retrieve my carry on bag. 

NOW COMES THE SURPRISE!!  

    As I stood up to let the two people seated next to me 

deplane, and then continued standing, facing the back, to 

allow all the others to get off, a man who was sitting right 

across the aisle next to me, whom I had seen in the waiting 

area much earlier, but had not said “a single word” to me 

during this entire time, put out his hand as he was ready to 

walk out, shook mine, and said, “I love that hat brother, 

thanks for wearing it.” At that point, when others behind 

him heard what he said, many of them began to “cheer,” 

and as they passed me they each looked at me, smiled and 

thanked me, as one woman said, “for being brave enough 

to wear that hat on this plane.”  

    I looked back, still waiting to go get my carry on from 

the bin in the back, when I noticed that a man reached up, 

pulled my heavy bag down, brought it to me, and said, “I 

noticed you struggling with this when you got on, and I 

wanted to do something to say thank you for wearing that 

hat, and standing publicly for something I believe in.” I 

thanked him, and all of the other passengers who made my 

day Thursday, and knew right then and there that, at least 

for me . . . the 2020 election campaign had already 

begun, and that my image and ego had convinced me 

that . . . we are going to win again!! 

    GOD Bless, 

Gene Robinson is President of the Tamarac/Margate/ 
Coconut Creek GOP Club.

My Red MAGA Cap—continued from previous page
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Every crisis that we face results in some negative impact 

on the lives of Americans and on the nation’s econ-

omy. GDP can suffer and some segments of our economy 

may be impacted heavier than others. Individuals and fam-

ily incomes can be adversely affected. 

    In international diplomacy and trade, various  countries 

develop laws and policies that work to the disadvantage of 

the other country with which they trade. The “predator” 

country doesn’t negotiate in good faith and just ignores 

diplomatic and trade negotiations undertaken by the disad-

vantaged country in efforts obtain a fair deal in order to 

level the playing field. The “predator” just talks and talks 

in order to run out the clock on negotiations. Sound famil-

iar?  The imposition of tariffs by the aggrieved country (us), 

though painful to its economy, will eventually force the 

“predator” country to change its ways and level the playing 

field. It may be a protracted and painful period, but China 

and Mexico need us more than we need them.

    These current crises we are experiencing with China and 

Mexico are no different. President Trump has imposed tar-

iffs on China and is threatening to impose tariffs on Mexico. 

WHY? The short answer is that those countries are engaged 

in behavior that is DAMAGING to the national security and 

economic interests of the United States, and that that behav-

ior can no longer be tolerated.  

    China in its quest for world domination has weaponized 

its own  economy to the detriment of the free world. They 

dump their exports on us at below costs, steal technology 

and intellectual property, and demand transfer of trade 

secrets from companies that engage in manufacturing in 

China. China reaps the profits then pours the cash into its 

military in an attempt to dominate. This is an unacceptable 

situation for the U.S and the rest of the free world. 

    Mexico, which has some of the most stringent immigra-

tion policies in the world, allows citizens from Central 

American countries to transit Mexico in order to enter the 

U.S. illegally. This has created a humanitarian crisis on our 

southern border which threatens our national sovereignty 

and security.  

    We are faced with two unpleasant choices—either allow 

the situations to fester and grow, or take stern action that 

may well have a negative impact on some sectors of the 

U.S. economy. There is only one viable choice! 

    Currently, these U.S. tariffs are proving devastating to 

China’s economy, which cannot sustain its economic advan-

tage in the face of declining exports resulting from our tar-

iffs. The same will, prove true for Mexico if and when the 

proposed tariffs become effective. True, segments of our 

economy suffer, but the exporting countries (China and 

Mexico) suffer exponentially worse consequences as a 

result of the U.S. tariffs. That’s the intent! 

    No mistaking that tariffs on imports are paid by American 

consumers, the ultimate purchaser of the imports subject to 

those tariffs. But the true losers are the exporting countries. 

Currently, losers are China and potentially Mexico. Yes, 

Americans pay higher prices for those tariffed goods, and 

may be subject to retaliatory measures from the country sell-

ing its goods to the U.S., but those countries suffer signifi-

cant loss of “market share. Their exports to us decline. Any 

loss to “economic sectors” of the American economy, while 

painful, are infinitely smaller than the losses to those coun-

try’s subject to the tariffs, and our government can (may?) 

develop programs to shore those sectors up. 

    China has taken advantage of the U.S. for decades, creat-

ing an enormously lopsided balance of trade. They did so in 

an attempt to become the preeminent world power at the 

expense of the rest of the world. Currently, Mexico is exac-

erbating the current immigration crisis on our southern border 

by making little or no effort to stem the flow of illegal immi-

grants. True, our politics plays a role, as our immigration laws 

are a joke, but Mexico refuses to work with the current U.S. 

Administration’s efforts to stem the flow of illegals across 

Mexico. That’s because Mexico and its government has been 

thoroughly corrupted by the drug cartels who are engaged in 

human trafficking, sex trade, and are pushing drugs, terrorists 

and gang members across our southern border. 

    We as Americans have a choice here. We can continue 

the status quo and allow China to dominate the world and 

Mexico to facilitate the invasion of drugs, gangs, terrorists, 

and illegal immigrants to obliterate our southern border, 

thereby compromising our security; or we can slap the Chi-

nese and Mexicans down with tariffs—even if it causes 

some dislocation in some sectors of American life. The 

choice is ours.   

    Programs can and should be developed to shore up any 

sector of our economy impacted by the tariffs, thereby 

allowing time for the tariffs to bring China and Mexico 

around to a fair and permanent solution. If we choose to put 

our head in the sand and ignore the problem, then America 

will have been placed on the slippery slope to obscurity. 

    PS: There is one more program that will inflict pain on 

Mexico and Central-America. Place a “tariff” on proceeds 

wired from the U.S  by immigrants to family and friends 

back in Mexico and Central America. Granted, some legal 

immigrants will have to pay up, but it will extract revenue 

from the vastly larger number of illegals as well, and slow 

the flow of U.S. dollars south of the border, thereby affect-

ing those  economies  in Mexico and Central America. After 

all, those dollars don’t only affect the pocketbooks of the 

“folks back home,” they also will have a substantial nega-

tive impact on the economies of Mexico and Central Amer-

ica. What a shame if they were reduced by tariffs! 

Who Gets Hurt (the most) by Tariffs! 
 

By Ed McCarthy
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The Republican Federated Women of South Florida once 

again welcomed two dynamic speakers to a packed 

house at their May 23 meeting at the Boca Country Club. 

    Rep. Mike Caruso told us what it was like to be a fresh-

man Representative in the Florida State House, representing 

District 89. He described the procedures for introducing leg-

islation and gave us some insights on the workings of the 

Legislature. He discussed some of the bills that were passed 

in the session that just ended, and went into detail about 

what was included in this year’s budget. Mike mentioned 

the recount, noting that he won by only 32 votes, and he 

thanked everyone for their support and their help. 

    Wendy Sartory Link was appointed to be Palm Beach 

County’s Supervisor of Elections by Gov. Ron DeSantis, 

after he removed Susan Bucher from that position. Wendy 

has hit the ground running, and she described some of the 

things she has done to bring back confidence in the Elec-

tions Office. She has ordered new voting equipment which 

will be used in the 2020 elections, and she commented on 

the potential perils of using new equipment in a presidential 

elecion. She also said that poll workers are needed, and any-

one who is interested should contact the SOE office. 

    The next meeting of the Republican Federated Women of 

South Florida will be held on June 27, when we will welcome 

immigration attoney Artie Pobjecky and John Loudon, who 

currently serves as the Government Affairs Director at Engi-

neered Tax Services. Prior to ETS, John was a Missouri State 

Senator, and prior to that, he was a member of the Missouri 

House of Representatives. John has had an incredible politi-

cal career and now he has brought his knowledge and expe-

rience to Florida to help serve us. John is currently working 

on a change to the Florida Constitution that would protect 

our voting rights. He will be telling us all about this initiative 

and what we can do to help. Artie is an immigration attorney 

with Pobjecky & Pobjecky, LLP. She is an internationally 

recognized speaker and published author on immigration law 

issues. Artie has been on various local television programs 

and has been on OAN. Artie will be discussing various immi-

gration issues and how the laws affect Florida. 

    Our July 18 meeting will once again feature two exciting 

and timely speakers. Jeffrey S. Sanow has 35 years of expe-

rience in complex global operations. He has worked in South 

Asia, Southeast Asia, the eastern Mediterranean, and the Mid-

dle East, and served in the National Clandestine Service of 

the CIA, working with senior policy makers in the Office of 

the Vice President and National Security Council supporting 

their policies on preventing the sale, transfer, or acquisition 

The Republican Federated Women of South Florida  

Welcomed Two Important Speakers in May

Club News

of weapons of mass destruction. He retired as a Senior Intel-

ligence Officer, and in 2014 began working as a Subject Mat-

ter Expert/Instructor teaching tradecraft for intelligence oper-

ations to the U.S. military. In August 2016, he took a position 

as Director of Operations for Security for the company build-

ing the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan. He is a frequent 

speaker and writer on Sharia, Political Islam and religious 

freedom in America. Our second guest speaker will be Alan 

J. Huber, a Certified Financial Planner and Director of Free-

dom From Obamacare, who will talk to us about using sales 

techniques to win our arguments. Don't miss this incredible 

evening. 

    Women need to help women, and learning about what we 

can do is one way to help others. Politics is Women’s Work 

but men are always welcome to our meetings.  

    We will not be having a regular meeting in August, but 

we will still be busy. On Saturday, August 17, we will go to 

the West Palm Beach VA Medical Center to host an ice 

cream social and a round of bingo for the residents of the 

Community Living Center and the hospice ward. Those 

who have gone with us to the VA in the past know how 

rewarding it is to work with these veterans and let them 

know we appreciate them. We will be organizing a carpool 

for anyone who would like to go with us. 

    For information about the visit to the VA or about the 

Republican Federated Women of South Florida, please con-

tact President Linda Johnson at ljayll@att.net. 

—Cheryl Mullings

Another amazing event. Thank you to Representative Mike 
Caruso, SOE Wendy Sartory Link, and to all of our members and 
guests for making our meeting so special. Pictured here (left to 
right): Wendy Link, Linda Johnson, Rep. Mike Caruso, and Tracy 
Caruso.
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NCNC—Imparting Local Knowledge 
for Ten Years 

 

Our May meeting featured 

Sal Faso, President of the 

North County Neighborhood 

Coalition. 

     Started by a small group of 

concerned residents 10 years 

ago, NCNC has grown to 

encompass 23 Communities 

and Condo/Homeowners 

Associations in the North 

County, with 45,000 residents 

and 30.000 voters. With a 

mission to “improve the quality of life for residents in North 

Palm Beach County,” NCNC operates by educating its mem-

bers on the local issues that affect them, and by making gov-

ernment accessible by hosting meetings with local officials. 

    As a non-partisan group, Sal and the NCNC have hosted 

candidate forums for county and municipal races, and their 

monthly meetings are well-attended by candidates running 

for offices at all levels. With a 76% average voter turnout 

by NCNC community members (compared to 60% county 

wide), candidates ignore NCNC at their peril. 

    Sal and his team advocate for many local issues affecting 

residents, including safety and security, economic prosper-

ity, the character of the area, financial accountability of gov-

ernment, and maintaining home rule. 

    For more information on the NCNC, or to get your 

community involved, check out their website at: 

http://www.ncncpbc.org/ 

2019 Session Accomplishments with 
Representative Rick Roth 

 

    Our June meeting featured 

HD85 Representative Rick 

Roth, who described some of 

the significant actions taken 

by the Florida Legislature in 

the just completed session. 
 

•    The House passed a 

parental notification act 

for abortions by minors, 

but it was not passed by 

the Senate. 

•    Felon voting rights re-

instatement (from 2018 amendment 4) was clarified to 

state that all aspects of a sentence must be concluded 

(including restitution if applicable) 

•    Smokeable marijuana is no longer prohibited for medical 

use with a doctor’s letter 

•    Texting while driving is now a ‘primary offense’ mean-

ing you can be stopped for it (Emily Slosberg’s crusade) 

•    The “Certificate of Need” requirement for expansion of 

medical facilities was eliminated 

•    Coverage of 21 types of cancer are now covered under 

firefighter health plans 

•    HB7113 transportation bill authorizes 3 regional corri-

dors to be built 

•    The Parkland bill that allows for the arming of teachers 

(with board approval) passed 

•    The “assignment of benefits” to rebuilding contractors 

was limited and polices can be written to preclude it 

•    The “sanctuary cities” bill (SB168) passed, allowing for 

the fining of local governments who do not cooperate 

with federal immigration authorities 
 

    For more detail on the major bills from this session, see: 

2019 Legislative Session Update 

    Please join us next month on June 26 for the awarding 

of our annual Anne Roberts Scholarships. The presenter will 

be Tom Rooney, former Congressman and Senior Fellow 

at the Lemieux Center for Public Policy. 

Club News

Republican Club of the Palm Beaches Met in May and June 
 

By Fred Scheibl 
May 24, 2019
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PBC Supervisor of Elections Office/ 
Vote Vet Program  

 
Good afternoon Mr. Mullings,  

    I received your contact information from Supervisor 

Link. I am in the beginning stages of creating a new pro-

gram in our office, Vote in Honor of a Veteran.   

    This program will be promoted through our outreach 

programs in an effort to honor the role that our uniformed 

men and women have played in our many freedoms includ-

ing our right to vote.  

    Once I have determined the content required on the biog-

raphy page, may I reach out to you and ask you for that 

information? If so, I would like to recognize you as our first 

Veteran participating in the program when it is launched.    

    Thank you, have a nice Memorial Day weekend.   
 

Alison Leitheuser  
Public Information Officer/Director of Strategic Initiatives  
Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections  

 
E = mc2 

 

MAY 29—In his Theory of Mechanics, Sir Isaac Newton 

concludes that “for every action, there is an equal and oppo-

site reaction.” The brilliant Albert Einstein’s Theory of Rel-

ativity Einstein built on that theory.  

    What we have witnessed in Bob Mueller’s recent “state-

ment” is a Democrat reaction to President Trump’s decision 

to authorize AG William Barr to declassify all the docu-

ments relative to the genesis of the Russian Hoax perpe-

trated upon the country by the likes of Hillary Clinton and 

the Democratic National Committee, along with the assis-

tance of the governments of our “allies” in Australia, Great 

Britain, Italy, and probably Romania.  

    It is an attempt to change the narrative and derail the 

declassification. Declassification of those documents puts 

on notice: Brennan, Clapper, McCabe, Strzok, Nellie and 

Bruce Orr, Page, Yates, James Baker, Andrew Weissman, et 

al., and especially former FBI Director James Comey, who 

is Mueller’s friend and who was Mueller’s protégé at the 

FBI.  

    Heads up to all of you who participated as perpetrators 

or instigators this hoax—declassification will expose your 

treachery. It will also expose duplicity on the part of our 

“Allied Friends.” 

    It won’t work, boys and girls. Despite your desperate 

attempts, soon the documents will be declassified and dis-

seminated to the American people. You will all be exposed! 

    To all of you in the Cabal that launched this Coup, brace 

for the impending impact! Brace your feet, you’re all going 

down. 

    For our “Allied Friends” in Australia, England, Italy and 

Romania, duck your heads. Donald Trump will be ringing 

you all up soon! 

  

Ed McCarthy 
Boca Raton 
 

Clark Gable 
 

Tom, 

    Clark Gable looked smarter in a 50-Mission crush cap 

and uniform than anyone else I can recall. You’ll remember 

that he enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps and became a 

gunner on a B-17. Somewhere along the line, he became a 

commissioned officer and attained the rank of Captain. I 

chose to do a pen-portrait of him in that mode. 
 

Cheers,  

Mort Kuff

Letters

Secure Vote in Florida 

 

Hello Mr. Tom Mullings,  

    My name is Scott. I am a nearly lifelong resident of Palm 

Beach County and third-generation Republican, starting 

with my grandfather, who emigrated from Syria. I’ve been 

a professional in Palm Beach County and small business 

owner since approximately 1982, so I’ve seen a lot of things 

happen, including the whole Save Our Homes debacle, 

when Palm Beach County doubled all of our property taxes.  

    The things I’ve watched happen in California and some 

other slavish states have to be prevented from happening in 

Florida. I think now is the time to act. What do you think? 

People say this one won, or that one won in an election, but 

when the slavers control, that’s not true. You can never 

Letters—continued on next page
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know who would’ve won if the elections had been clean 

and fair. Unlike California, in my opinion. 

    I am preparing to detail it all in my upcoming book, Civ-
ilization: What Kills It, What Builds It. America first.  

    It looks to me like the slavers and the slavish minded 

think they can steal the next election. They tried twice 

before but failed; once in Florida through their fellow 

slavers and slavish-minded Florida Supreme Court in 2000. 

Next in 2016 and still ongoing.  

    It looks like they think they can finally do it in 2020. 

Shame on us if they do. We must clean the vote in Florida. 

No more vote fraud. No more vote mining. No more vote 

corruption. This must be a thing of the past for us in Florida. 

The double-speakers must not be allowed to commit trea-

son, as I see it, and as I believe they have in California and 

other states. If they control the vote why would they not 

control the vote outcome? Remember these are slavers and 

slavish-minded people we are talking about. They are not 

honest moral people, in my opinion. It will be much easier 

to clean the vote before we vote than after. You know 

Humpty Dumpty and all. Can any vote outcome be consid-

ered true if the outcome is for the slavers, slavish and slaves 

controlling the process? 

    Here’s my explanation for the term slavers for the South 

Florida Republicans. I have endeavored to define the adver-

saries and adversarial relationship that exist in our civiliza-

tion, the American civilization. In doing so, it is necessary 

to keep it simple. Some people want to use other people. 

Some people want to be free and use the benefits of their 

own labors. You have the slavers, the people that want to 

use others for their own gain—most, if not totally, exclu-

sively. You have the free people who primarily do not want 

to use others, but are smart enough, wise enough, and hard-

working enough to want to do it themselves. In between, 

you have the slavish and the slaved. Or the useful idiots. As 

I see it.  

 

Scott Swad 

 
Pelosi Parade  

   

    A former assistant to Nancy Pelosi told her she had a fan-

tastic dream last night.  

    There was a humongous parade in Washington celebrat-

ing Pelosi. Millions lined the parade route, cheering when 

Nancy went past. Bands were playing; children were throw-

ing confetti into the air; there were balloons everywhere. It 

was the biggest celebration Washington had ever seen.  

    Nancy was very impressed and said, “That’s really great! 

By the way, how did I look in your dream? Was my hair 

OK?”  

    Her friend said, “I couldn’t tell, the casket was closed!”

Letters—continued from previous page

POLL WORKERS NEEDED! 
 
The Republican Executive Committee (REC) is working with our Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections, Wendy Sartory 
Link, to recruit poll workers for the upcoming 2020 election cycle. Anyone interested in getting information to become a poll 
worker should contact Mitchell Schwartz, REC Liaison to the Supervisor of Elections Office for Poll Workers, at 
Mitch0901@icloud.com. An application will be emailed to you. Be advised that a poll worker is a paid position. Please let your 
friends know about this opportunity to participate in this community civic function, and pass this along to any person you know 
who might benefit from this opportunity, regardless of party affiliation.   
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Capitol Vol. 1, 2, & 3 [Das Kapital], by Karl Marx, trans. 

Ernest Unterman, Samuel Moor, and Edward Aveling. 

Compiled by Jake E. Stief. Stief Books, 758 pp., soft-

cover. ISBN #9781791968465. 

 

This is the first book that I’ve reviewed for this newslet-

ter that I would strongly urge Republicans not to read. 

Not in this version anyway. Karl Marx’s legendary Das 
Kapital that he wrote in the 1800s originally came in three 

separate volumes and I thought it was wise to purchase this 

complete, unabridged edition, but boy was I wrong. As it 

turned out, the consolidated edition was over 700 pages and 

composited with double columns and miniscule 7-pt. type 

size, which rendered it nearly unreadable. Fortunately, my 

eyes are still good and with proper lighting I was able to get 

through it, but do yourself a favor and buy the traditional 

three-volume edition if you decide to take it on. 

    For me, reading this difficult book was something I’ve 

long wanted to do to see if I could confirm a suspicion I’ve  

had about Karl Marx—that a dominant influence on his phi-

losophy came from the writings of Charles Darwin. They 

lived only a few miles apart and Marx read Darwin’s most 

famous book, The Origin of Species, several times and 

seemed obsessed with it. A friend opined that Marx “spoke 

of nothing else for months but Darwin and the enormous sig-

nificance of his scientific discoveries.” Marx believed that 

Natural Selection, Darwin’s mechanism for evolutionary 

change, was the basis for “class struggle” and he says as 

much in Das Kapital. Marx offered to dedicate his book to 

Charles Darwin, but Darwin refused to allow it.  

    In the book, Marx himself quotes another writer, whose 

opinion about his Marxist philosophy obviously pleases him 

and illuminates the heavy influence of Darwinian thought 

in Marx’s most seminal work: 

 

    The only thing which is of the moment to Marx, is to find 

the law of the phenomena with whose investigation he is 

concerned; and not only is that law of moment to him, 

which governs those phenomena, in so far as they have a 

definite form and mutual connection within a given his-

torical period. Of still greater moment to him is the law 

of their variation [important Darwinian term], of their 

development, i.e., of their transition from one form into 

another, from one series of connections into a different 

one. This law, once discovered, he investigates in detail 

the effects in which it manifests itself in social life. Con-

sequently, Marx only troubles himself about one thing: 

to show, by rigid scientific investigation, the necessity of 

successive determi-

nate orders of social 

conditions, and to 

establish, as impar-

tially as possible, 

the facts that serve 

him for fundamental 

starting-points. . . . 

The scientific value 

of such an inquiry 

lies in the disclosing 

of the special laws 

that regulate the ori-

gin, existence, de-

velopment, death of 

a given organism and its replacement by another and 

higher one. And it is this value that, in point of fact, 

Marx’s book has. 

 

    Commenting on the writer’s perception of his views, 

Marx compliments him by stating: “Whilst the writer pic-

tures what he takes to be actually my method, in this strik-

ing and generous way, what else is he picturing but the 

dialectic method?” 

    Karl Marx admired societies in India which he viewed 

as collectivist. He believed that England from 1846–1866 

was worthy of special study of capitalist accumulation 

because capitalist production there alone is completely 

developed. This was the beginning of the industrial revolu-

tion and he called it the “machinery revolution” and thought 

of machinery as the “enemy of the people.” He used as a 

rationale for centralized governmental control his belief that 

the capitalist system of political economy “works against a 

rational agriculture.” He turns Adam Smith’s view of capi-

talism upside down by believing that “competition plays a 

perverted role” and that “the long, cherished freedom of 

competition has reached the end of its tether.” He also felt 

that ground rent was the “tyranny of private property” 

because it “exploits workers.” Most tellingly, he fervently 

believed that the “decentralization” of power in society 

“stops collapse of capitalist production.” 

     This book is about a most complex subject and is tedious 

in the extreme to read, or at least it was for me, but has great 

value in understanding the viewpoint of the left in America 

today. Read it and you will understand where liberals’ pre-

occupation with things such as class warfare and income 

inequality come from.  

—Tom Mullings

Book Review
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Our 50-State Border Crisis: How the Mexican Border 
Fuels the Drug Epidemic Across America, by Howard G. 

Buffett. Hachette Books, 2018. ISBN: 978-0-316-47661-

4, 356 pp. 
 

This book is just in the nick of time for the opposers of 

President Trump’s border “wall” to learn what is going 

on at the Mexican border that directly leads to the death of 

70,000 to 80,000 Americans in all fifty states every year. It 

answers some questions that have not been raised by the 

public debate on border security and it makes proposals that 

deserve to be considered by the members of Congress 

within the next 180 days as they write new immigration 

laws. This book makes it easy to become a better expert on 

the needs for changes in immigration laws and drug 

enforcement laws. 

    Howard G. Buffett is a son of billionaire Warren Buffett, 

who gives Howard and his brother millions of dollars, with 

which they have created foundations to work to reverse 

some of society’s failures. Howard is chairman of the 

Howard G. Buffett Foundation that works on hunger, 

wildlife trafficking, border security, and public safety. One 

of Howard’s pet border projects concerns the illegal drugs 

leading to the death of Americans in every state. Howard 

lives in Macon County, Illinois, where he has been a vol-

unteer deputy sheriff for years and now serves as the elected 

sheriff. He is also an experienced volunteer deputy sheriff 

in Cochise County, Arizona. 

    Simply put, the HGB Foundation purchased some large 

ranches on the U.S.–Mexican border and hired experts to 

help him study what is going on. He has discovered some 

crucial things that I have not read about anywhere else. For-

mer U.S. Senator Heidi Heitkamp wrote the Foreword. She 

was, until the election of 2018, a member of the Homeland 

Security Committee and says Buffett is stickler for facts. 

Cindy McCain, Human Trafficking Advisory Council of the 

McCain Institute for International Leadership, wrote the 

Preface and says Howard is a hard worker and the book 

gives a sense of his passion about the subject. I agree with 

both of these ladies. 

    There are twenty chapters separated into three parts: 

Costs and Consequences; Countries of Origin; and What 

Needs to Change. 

 

Costs and Consequences—Part I 
 
    Here are some examples. Federal law 8 U.S.C. 1325 

establishes a person’s first apprehension for improper entry 

into the U.S. as a misdemeanor crime. “In California and 

many states, this kind of misdemeanor is considered ‘com-

pleted’ at the scene, which means law enforcement cannot 

make an arrest unless an officer witnesses the act taking 

place” (p. 72). 

    A weakness in the “virtual” 

border is the U.S. Postal Service, 

demonstrated by a case in which 

two boxes of drugs were shipped 

from Sierra Vista, Arizona, to an 

abandoned house in Decatur, Illi-

nois. “When the boxes hit Spring-

field, Illinois, a U.S. postal 

inspector became suspicious of 

them. Problem one, explains 

[Detective] Leaner: ‘USPS is sup-

posed to verify that a sender 

address is legitimate. They did 

not. A bogus address out of Sierra Vista was supplied by the 

sender.’ When the inspector realized that, he contacted the 

Decatur Police Narcotics Unit. ‘They contacted me and 

requested that my K-9 sniff the boxes. K-9 alerted to both 

boxes. We drafted federal search warrants off the alert, 

opened the boxes, and found sixteen pounds of cannabis.” 

Then the Decatur Police Department and postal inspector 

organized a sting of the boxes at the abandoned house where 

two repeat offenders came out of the house when they real-

ize the delivered boxes were empty. The team followed up 

later when Buffett showed photographs of the packaged 

drugs with markings to a customs inspector in Arizona. The 

investigation is ongoing, as the markings on the photos were 

used for an electronic sweep that revealed an IP address in 

Mexico was clicking on the delivery link to track the boxes. 

This need for a federal warrant to search USPS packages is 

not applied to FedEx or UPS packages. “The result is that 

the USPS ‘is moving more narcotics around the country 

every day than anybody can even wrap their heads around’” 

(p. 84). 

    Buffett points out another problem is that “There is 

another way to approach the drug epidemic and impact 

demand for illegal drugs that some believe would create a 

safer, less lethal economy around drugs: legalizing them. I 

do not agree. Even though efforts to legalize marijuana have 

gained momentum around the country, I think this is a dan-

gerous trend” (p. 93). 

    There a many other situations described in Part I that will 

require deep thinking by legislative drafters to coordinate 

the many wrinkles they will encounter. This book is a good 

guide. 
 

Countries of Origin—Part II 
 
    In this part, Buffett introduces some of the people he has 

met while spending $350 million in what he calls “liveli-

hood development and citizen security initiatives in Latin 

America over a period of almost two decades.” These are 

Book Review

Book Review—continued on next page
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reviewed in chapters titled: 10. Red Shoes in Honduras; 11. 

Stolen Harvests; 12. Two-Legged Predators; 13. Prison or 

the Cemetery; 14. Silencing the Canary; 15. Red Shoes on 

the Road Again. Altogether about 100 pages of intimate 

efforts to help poor people grow food, get an education, and 

better their lives where they live.  

    You will learn that these countries are behind the devel-

opment curve decades to light years compared to the Amer-

ican economy. 

 

What Needs to Change—Part III  
 
    The toll on human and finances all of these problems 

cause are also taking toll on our basic values, Buffett says. 

He mentions how the New York Times did an exposé in 2017 

on “supposed drug treatment facilities in Florida that are 

deliberately sabotaging the recovery of patients because 

they profit from insurance payments when addicts relapse.” 

In Ohio, officials are talking about refusing Narcan treat-

ment to people who repeatedly overdose and call 911 to 

come save them. 

    Buffett questions whether people forfeit the chance to 

live because they are in the grip of an addictive disease. 

With that logic will we stop treating heart attacks or strokes 

if a person smokes? “We won’t win this war by punishing 

or even prosecuting addicts,” he writes. “We have to stop 

narco-terrorism at a much earlier stage. It requires strength-

ening our own border defenses and supporting the countries 

whose current struggles are fueling the cartel’s power and 

filling their bank accounts.” The enemy are the criminal 

organizations. 

    Buffet’s recommendations are: Chapter 16: Reboot 

Command of the Border; Chapter 17: Respect and Work 

with Mexico; Chapter 18: Create a Persistent Presence; 

Chapter 19: Reduce Demand for Drug and Illegal Labor; 

Chapter 20: Support Peace and Security in Our Hemisphere. 

    All members of Congress and the staff with ability to 

absorb hundreds of details need to read this book. So do 

you, if you want to help educate them. As a country we have 

been through the Opium Wars, the over-the-county opioid 

home remedy epidemic in the 1800s, the marijuana and psy-

chedelic period in the 1960s through the 1980s, and now 

we are in a new phase that will require, once again, that we 

focus on doing all that is necessary to beat this evil. Thanks 

to Howard Buffett for his dedication to helping you and me 

to solve these problems. Thanks to Warren Buffett for using 

some of his money to help in this effort. 

 

 

Book Review by William J. Skinner. Skinner worked with 
law enforcement organizations during the 1960s through 
the 1980s in a series of circumstances concerning combat-
ing drug abuse. From 1965 to 
1971 with Smith Kline & French 
pharmaceutical company he 
organized programs for pharmacy 
students, physicians, pharmacists, 
education students, and others 
including programs sponsored by 
the U.S. Jaycees and the Ameri-
can Bar Association. While with 
SK&F in Philadelphia, he helped organize a local neigh-
borhood office in the Mantua area to help set up treatment 
events for drug abuses. See the bumper sticker [below] 
given out by the local Jaycees. These were the years when 
the District Attorney in Philly was Arlen Spector, then a 
Democrat. Later Skinner served as a speaker for the U.S. 
Civil Service Commission on drugs in the work place for 
several years. He helped the American Management Asso-
ciation conduct a two-day program on drugs in the work-
place in New York City. He consulted with the Industrial 
Physicians Association to conduct a two-day program in 
Philadelphia on drugs in the work place. Later in the 1980s, 
Skinner was a member, then chair of the Montgomery 
County, Maryland, Drug Abuse Advisory Council for over 
10 years. He was recognized by two Maryland governors 
and the Montgomery County Executive. I tell you these 
things about my volunteer efforts because I have had some 
unique experiences in the efforts to help others treat the 
drug addiction problem.
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Ever since I was a small child, I’ve had a vivid memory 

of a terrible crime that occurred near my boyhood 

home in the Maryland suburbs of Washington, DC, where I 

grew up. Little did I know at the time that that horrible dou-

ble murder was a harbinger of things to come in our country 

that haunts American society to this day.  

    My memory of the crime was that it occurred at some 

time during the 1950s, and to my knowledge had never been 

solved by police investigators, rendering it, perhaps, the 

greatest unsolved mystery of my otherwise happy child-

hood. Inexplicably, one morning, while on their way to 

school, two teenage girls were shot to death in a park near 

the University of Maryland. The 1950s were a much more 

innocent time than today, where slayings such as these 

occur with seemingly frequent regularity. People left their 

doors unlocked without thinking twice about it back then, 

and parents were much less worried about their children’s 

safety than they are in today’s America. “Unfortunately, 

we’re almost used to these things now,” said Betty Miller, 

a former classmate of the two murdered girls, who now 

resides in Bowie, Maryland. “But back then, these things 

didn’t happen. It was terrifying.” 

    Indeed, it was. For weeks after the senseless slaughter of 

those two innocent children—Nancy Marie Shomette, 17, 

and Michael Ann Ryan, 14—the horrible crime was front 

page news in all the DC area newspapers and people were 

scared to death, not knowing if this was a random act or the 

beginning of something even more terrifying.  

    As the years and decades 

went by and the leads dried up 

without resolution, the mystery 

of who killed Nancy Marie and 

Michael Ann and why remained 

unsolved and has been with me 

all this time. It’s now been over 

60 years since these murders 

occurred and as always happens 

in such matters, your thoughts of 

such things fade with the pas-

sage of time, and only rarely 

have I revisited them. But I have thought about it occasion-

ally, and, as always, wondered who was the perpetrator of 

this senseless act of violence and would he ever be brought 

to justice. One such time occurred a couple of weeks ago, 

when on a lark one day I decided to try and Google the story, 

and was stunned by what I discovered. Popping up on my 

computer screen was a story from the Washington Post in 

the year 2000. What follows are the first two paragraphs of 

that story by staff writers Craig Whitlock and April Witt: 

“Before her brother-in-law succumbed to liver disease, Jean 

Dobek was summoned to his [Hollywood] Florida bedside. 

The dying man pulled her close, she recounted later, and 

confessed to a horrible crime he committed in Prince 

George’s County [Maryland] more than 40 years earlier.  

Editor’s Postscript

In Memory of Nancy Marie and Michael Ann 
 

By Tom Mullings

“My sister Michael Ann Ryan was murdered June 15, 1955. She was 14 and I was 3. She had just graduated 
from the 8th grade. Her friend Nancy Shomette was 16 and going to the high school nearby. She was going 
to get her report card and my sister asked to go with her. They were both shot and killed in a park across the 
street. This changed our lives forever. At 63, I have a hole in my heart that will never be filled. My hearts 
breaks everytime I hear of a shooting and think of families that will never be the same again.”

Editor’s Postscript—continued on next page
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     “Police say Edward V. Dobek told his sister-in-law that 

on June 15, 1955—back when he was a skinny 17-year old 

from Hyattsville [Maryland]—he aimed his [22 caliber] 

squirrel rifle at two teenage girls passing through a county 

park on the way to school . . . [pulling] the trigger 17 times, 

killing them both. . . . But even more frightening was the 

fact that the killer was on the loose. Parents refused to let 

their children out of their houses for days.” 

    Today, well into the twenty-first century, horrible crimes 

like this and even more monstrous happen all the time, 

which begs the question, What has happened in America 

that caused an increase in such senseless violence? I’m not 

an expert on such matters, but like most people, I have my 

own suspicions as to why such violence has become more 

endemic. Certainly, the doubling of America’s population 

since the mid-1950s, and the press’s increasing appetite for 

sensationalism, which has made it difficult to tell the dif-

ference between the mainstream media and the National 

Inquirer have played their part in the growing violence. And 

in my own mind, liberal permissiveness and their coddling 

of the most violent offenders among us seems a likely con-

tributing factor to the escalating mayhem as well, but what-

ever the cause, something has indeed happened since those 

much more innocent, carefree times of the 1950s and we 

need to find out and fix it if that’s possible. In the meantime, 

I’d like to dedicate this article to the memory of Nancy 

Marie Shomette and Michael Ann Ryan, whose promising 

young lives were senselessly ended in 1955 when I was 8 

years old.  

Tom Mullings is a decorated Army infantry combat veteran 
of the Vietnam War, who served as a scout dog handler with 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade. He was one of the three orig-
inal incorporators of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, DC, and is a long-time Republican Executive 
Committeeman from precinct 5154 in Palm Beach County.
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With the 75th anniversary of D-Day this past week, it was even more fitting that we had by far our 

biggest attendance ever at both our city’s Memorial Day observance and patriotic concert. Presenters 

from the NJROTC, American Legion, DAR, and Coast Guard Auxiliary were very moving, and it was 

an honor to join my City Council colleagues to reflect on those who gave their lives for ours and our 

children’s freedom. One thought from my remarks: “The bravery of those who have served us all despite 

great peril is at the height of the American spirit. The tragedy of those lost in defense of our country is 

at the depth of our national soul. May we all honor these deepest sacrifices with the core of our united 

hearts.” Let us be ever grateful for all who served and especially those who didn’t come home. 

—Mayor Scott Singer

Memorial Day Ceremonies in Boca Raton








